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light of truth, and feeling that I should render an acceptable
service to those two autiors, if they aimed at impartiality, by
aifording them the means of attaining to it, I determined to
put myself in communication with them, and to offer them
both the free use of my materials. In so doing, I resolved to
ask from them no other return or condition, than that they
would carefully peruse my books and papers, and then judge
for themselves.
In the first instance, because, of the two, he was more nearly
Approaching to the critical point in his narrative, and for no
other reason, I addressed myself to Mr. Mac Farlane, Per-
sonally, I knew nothing of this gentleman, nor he of me; but
I had read parts of his history, and from them I judged that
he had no party bias, and was sincere in his pursuit of truth.
I was not disappointed. Mr. Mac Farlane gladly accepted my
offer, acknowledging that he found himself involved in doubts
and difficulties; that he had sought in vain for a copy of Sir
Elijah Impey's defence; and that he was wholly unacquainted
with the contents of that volume. I placed it in his hands,
together with ten folio volumes of manuscript letters, and all
such other cjocu^ents and vouchers as I had, at .that time,
procured from public offices. The result was, that he not
only lost no time in correcting many old errors, and, inserting
many facts new to him into the history upon which he was
then employed, but that he afterwards made free use of my
materials in the compilation of another work, entitled, " Our
Indian Empire/' in two volumes, bearing his name, and pub-
lished likewise by Messrs. Charles Knight & Co., in 1844.
It is due from me to Mr. Mac Farlane, most unequivocally
to state, that he performed this task under no compact or
agreement whatever; but at a very considerable expense,
and inconvenience to himself; that he scrupulously examined
the whole mass of evidence which I put into Ms hands; and
that, through his generous medium, I have thus been enabled
to influence the cause of historical truth in two well-written, and